
	
  
You	
  are	
  in	
  Mexico	
  and	
  
and	
  members	
  of	
  a	
  
drug	
  cartel	
  raid	
  the	
  
site	
  you	
  are	
  studying	
  
in,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  doing	
  
fieldwork	
  and	
  taking	
  
fire,	
  your	
  main	
  
informant	
  hands	
  you	
  a	
  
rifle,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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An	
  attractive	
  
informant	
  asks	
  you	
  to	
  
engage	
  in	
  mutual	
  and	
  
consensual	
  sex,	
  what	
  
do	
  you	
  do?	
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Your	
  informant’s	
  child	
  
fell	
  and	
  broke	
  their	
  
arm	
  and	
  no	
  one	
  is	
  
around	
  but	
  you,	
  what	
  
do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  playing	
  
basketball	
  with	
  the	
  
leader	
  of	
  North	
  Korea	
  
and	
  there	
  are	
  
thousands	
  of	
  people	
  
around,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  
do?	
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You	
  are	
  in	
  Peru	
  hiking	
  
along	
  the	
  Inca	
  trail	
  and	
  
a	
  local	
  guide	
  offers	
  
you	
  coca	
  leaves	
  to	
  
chew,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  
do?	
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You	
  are	
  doing	
  fieldwork	
  
amongst	
  the	
  Xhosa	
  of	
  
South	
  Africa	
  and	
  you	
  are	
  
uncircumcised,	
  they	
  offer	
  
to	
  have	
  you	
  participate	
  in	
  
a	
  circumcision	
  rite	
  of	
  
passage	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  man,	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  doing	
  
fieldwork	
  in	
  Colombia	
  
and	
  your	
  informants	
  
offer	
  you	
  a	
  pipe	
  during	
  
an	
  interview	
  that	
  
everyone	
  is	
  smoking	
  
out	
  of,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  
do?	
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You	
  are	
  doing	
  
fieldwork	
  in	
  a	
  location	
  
where	
  Tuberculosis	
  is	
  
common.	
  	
  A	
  child	
  
coughs	
  in	
  your	
  face,	
  
what	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  working	
  with	
  
intravenous	
  heroin	
  
users	
  in	
  a	
  city.	
  	
  Your	
  
informant	
  starts	
  to	
  
shoot	
  up.	
  	
  You	
  see	
  a	
  
cop.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  a	
  gay	
  
anthropologist.	
  	
  Your	
  
informant	
  is	
  not	
  aware	
  of	
  
your	
  sexuality	
  and	
  invites	
  
you	
  to	
  a	
  church	
  sermon	
  
where	
  a	
  pastor	
  says	
  
homosexuals	
  are	
  deviant.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  have	
  concluded	
  research	
  
on	
  a	
  North	
  American	
  
indigenous	
  group.	
  	
  They	
  tell	
  
you	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  
publish	
  some	
  of	
  your	
  work	
  
because	
  they	
  now	
  consider	
  it	
  
private	
  even	
  though	
  they	
  gave	
  
you	
  consent	
  to	
  witness	
  and	
  
record	
  it.	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
  
	
  
	
  
Cards	
  Against	
  Anthropology	
  

While	
  you	
  are	
  
conducting	
  research	
  
your	
  collaborators	
  
offer	
  you	
  a	
  gift	
  as	
  a	
  
sign	
  of	
  friendship.	
  	
  You	
  
realize	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  
stolen.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  
do?	
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Your	
  informant	
  asks	
  
you	
  for	
  the	
  media	
  
footage	
  you	
  recorded	
  
because	
  there	
  is	
  
someone	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  
identify.	
  	
  You	
  suspect	
  
a	
  vendetta.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  
you	
  do?	
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Your	
  informant	
  will	
  
only	
  give	
  you	
  an	
  
interview	
  if	
  you	
  get	
  
wasted	
  with	
  him.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  a	
  feminist	
  
anthropologist	
  who	
  has	
  
argued	
  against	
  female	
  
clitorectomy.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  
invited	
  to	
  attend	
  a	
  
ceremony	
  for	
  this	
  
practice	
  in	
  your	
  fieldwork	
  
site.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  conducting	
  
research	
  in	
  an	
  area	
  with	
  a	
  
high	
  HIV	
  transmission	
  
rate.	
  	
  Your	
  informant	
  
confides	
  in	
  you	
  that	
  she	
  is	
  
considering	
  unprotected	
  
sex	
  with	
  her	
  boyfriend.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  become	
  aware	
  
that	
  one	
  of	
  your	
  
informants	
  has	
  stolen	
  
money	
  to	
  buy	
  
medicine	
  for	
  their	
  
child	
  who	
  does	
  not	
  
have	
  healthcare.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  witness	
  a	
  heated	
  
argument	
  between	
  two	
  
men	
  from	
  opposing	
  
groups	
  that	
  have	
  historic	
  
tensions	
  and	
  violence.	
  	
  
They	
  look	
  to	
  you	
  to	
  solve	
  
the	
  dispute.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  
you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  an	
  honored	
  
guest	
  for	
  a	
  Zulu	
  ritual	
  
and	
  are	
  presented	
  
with	
  the	
  first	
  dish	
  of	
  a	
  
beef	
  stew.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  a	
  
vegetarian.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  
you	
  do?	
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The	
  sunset	
  in	
  your	
  
fieldsite	
  is	
  awesome	
  and	
  
you	
  want	
  to	
  send	
  a	
  
snapchat	
  to	
  your	
  BFF	
  but	
  
there	
  are	
  children	
  
everywhere	
  that	
  would	
  
be	
  in	
  the	
  picture.	
  	
  What	
  
do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  witness	
  an	
  
altercation	
  in	
  your	
  host	
  
community	
  while	
  
conducting	
  fieldwork.	
  	
  
The	
  police	
  arrive	
  and	
  ask	
  
you	
  what	
  happened.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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Outsiders	
  appear	
  in	
  the	
  
village	
  where	
  you	
  are	
  
studying	
  to	
  offer	
  transit	
  
for	
  individuals	
  seeking	
  
work	
  in	
  another	
  country.	
  	
  
You	
  suspect	
  that	
  they	
  
are	
  human	
  traffickers.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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You	
  see	
  a	
  bear	
  
chasing	
  after	
  a	
  kid	
  
where	
  you	
  are	
  
conducting	
  fieldwork.	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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A	
  person	
  offering	
  to	
  buy	
  
houses	
  for	
  cash	
  comes	
  
into	
  the	
  urban	
  
neighborhood	
  where	
  
you	
  are	
  studying	
  
gentrification.	
  	
  Some	
  of	
  
your	
  collaborators	
  want	
  
the	
  quick	
  cash.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  
you	
  do?	
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You	
  are	
  conducting	
  
research	
  on	
  drug	
  use	
  
and	
  a	
  parent	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  
your	
  informants	
  asks	
  if	
  
their	
  teenager	
  is	
  using.	
  	
  
You	
  know	
  they	
  are.	
  	
  
What	
  do	
  you	
  do?	
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Your	
  informant	
  is	
  
fixing	
  a	
  thatched	
  roof	
  
on	
  a	
  ladder	
  and	
  is	
  
talking	
  to	
  you.	
  	
  He	
  
begins	
  to	
  fall,	
  what	
  
do	
  you	
  do?	
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Take	
  it!	
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Pull	
  out	
  your	
  
iphone.	
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Give	
  a	
  firm	
  
handshake.	
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Seduce.	
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Help.	
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Panic.	
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Give	
  a	
  hug.	
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Do	
  nothing.	
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Offer	
  to	
  follow	
  
them	
  on	
  social	
  
media.	
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Kill.	
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Alert	
  the	
  
authorities.	
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Say,	
  “it’s	
  really	
  
about	
  the	
  local.”	
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Relax.	
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Sing	
  the	
  
American	
  
national	
  anthem.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Cards	
  Against	
  Anthropology.	
  

	
  
Smoke	
  it.	
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Don’t	
  take	
  it.	
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Sleep	
  with	
  them.	
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Assist.	
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Assist.	
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Start	
  a	
  friendly	
  
conversation.	
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Resort	
  to	
  
violence.	
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Say,	
  “Have	
  you	
  
read	
  History	
  of	
  
Sexuality?”	
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Scream.	
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Don’t	
  do	
  it.	
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Break	
  up.	
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Run	
  away.	
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Interfere.	
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Go	
  home	
  with	
  
them.	
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Back	
  away	
  
slowly.	
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Get	
  a	
  plane	
  ticket	
  
home.	
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Drink	
  a	
  beer.	
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Invite	
  them	
  to	
  
dinner.	
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Politely	
  decline.	
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Take	
  notes.	
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Pretend	
  you	
  are	
  
asleep.	
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Pretend	
  you	
  do	
  
not	
  speak	
  the	
  
language.	
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